IRINA E ADAM

irinaaa@gmail.com   917-334-1325

www. irinaadam.com

Born in Bucharest, Romania, lives and works in NY state.
As an artist, I work with photography, scent and other media, bringing unique perspectives and experimental materials to explore threads of dialogue with nature, in immersive and reciprocal ways. Themes include environmental language, deep ecology, belonging and witnessing, relating thru the senses, time-based storytelling. 

SELECTED EXHIBITS & RESIDENCY

2026-  Every Woman Biennial, March 8-April 11
2024 – Woodstock Byrdcliffe Summer Artist in Residence, September 
2024 - ‘Pitch Pine Pollen: A Transforming Forest’ solo show, photography and scent art at Olfactory Art Keller, NYC, May 9- 25

2022 - 'Scentless Apprentice: Kurt Cobain at MTV Unplugged’ in "Portraits in Scent" group show at Olfactory Art Keller, September 8- October 29, 2022. Multi-sensory performance and artist talk.
2022 - Institute of Art & Olfaction, Los Angeles - group show 'Olfactory Art Keller at the Institute of Art & Olfaction’

2021 - 'Foodgasm on 14th Street' in group show ‘New York/ New Fumes’ at Olfactory Art Keller

2016 - AIX Artisan Independent Experimental Scent Fair, Hammer Museum Los Angeles

2009 - Ad Hoc Art, Brooklyn, NY, ‘Delineations' group show

2008 - New York Open Center, solo photography exhibit, 'NYC Community Gardens’

2008 - Deitch Projects, wrote + directed short film ‘Where You From’ in participatory show 'Be Kind Rewind’

2002 - East-West Gallery, Romanian Cultural Center, NY, two-person exhibit, 'Ten Years and Seven Destroyed Projects'

COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS IN SCENT

2024- Black Trumpet Chthonic, a mushroom perfume collaboration with artist Scott Bluedorn

2022-4 Candy collaborations with Eugene J Candy Co utilizing aromatic plant tinctures. Flower Freaks: A flower candy collaboration for the perfume ‘Faerie Mist’. Forest Freaks: A tree candy collaboration for the perfume and gallery exhibit ‘Pitch Pine Pollen’

2023- Perfume artist for 'Dead Hot: Season of the Witch' film premiere

2020 - WITCH’S FEAST a collaboration with Melissa Jayne Madara, author of the 'The Witch's Feast: A New Kitchen Grimoire’

2019 - PHANTOM ROSE, a noir androgynous floriental, a scented portal to 1920's Berlin cabaret, created in collaboration with artist Gretchen Heinel

2018 - YLANG LIANAS, Perfume + music collaboration. A tropical woody floral thru nocturnal rains. Music by Fredo Viola

2014 - ELLA, a 1940s perfume created with vintage materials shared by artist Anne Arden McDonald

WORK EXPERIENCE

2007-current - Phoenix Botanicals - Owner, Natural Perfumer, Forager, Educator, Olfactory Artist, custom and collaboration work.  Educator- natural perfume, local plants, herbal medicine making – at Anima Mundi Apothecary, Flower Power Herbs, Arbor Vitae School, NY Open Center, 3rd Ward, Traditions in Western Herbalism Conference.
2002- 11 - New York Botanical Garden, Ethnobotany Research Associate. Edited and co-authored text and photography for published books and articles, researching and recording indigenous uses of plants of Micronesia, Belize, Dominican Republic, India. Public educator leading presentations, plant walks. 
2007-11- Herbalist, Educator, Customer Service, Flower Power Herbs NYC
2004-6- Artist Assistant, Michelle Stuart. Digital imaging, archival printing.
2001- 08, 2014-17, 2025 current: International Center of Photography, Darkroom Assistant, Teaching Assistant

2001- 02 Photographer, Doyle Auction House

2001- American Fine Arts, NYC, gallery assistant
PUBLICATIONS

2024 - Plantings Journal, World Sensorium, ‘Irina Adam’s Pitch Pine Pollen, A Transforming Forest’ by David Strunk

2018-19 Venefica Magazine, Volumes 1-4 Photography features. Vol. 3 ’From The Mugwort Field' writing + photo feature

2015 - Cafleurebon Profiles in American Perfumery
2014 - Plant Healer Magazine ’Scented Meanderings, Forest Wanderings’ writing feature

EDUCATION
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Photography. 

Minor in Art History, Minor in Botany. 2001
Antioch College, Brazilian Ecosystems Semester Abroad. 2000
Hunter College, CUNY, Chemistry/Biology, 2008-10

NYU, Cinematography, 2008

International Center of Photography, NY. Intern, Darkroom and Teaching Assistant

LANGUAGES

English, Romanian, German, Spanish, Portuguese.

